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Mk.  Chairman  \nd  Members  ok  ihe  Leek  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


(n  placin.  before  you  1  he  report  for  t lie  year  1919, 
I  have  followed  the  suggestions  drawn  up  bv  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

I'he  Sanit  try  Inspector  and  myself  have  always  in  the 
past  telt  that  the  work  involved  in  compiling-  the  annual 
reports  was  I  ir  too  much  for  the  limited  distribution  it 
received. 

This  yeai  the  Ministry  of  Health  require  that  it  shall 
be  distributed  locally  as  widelv  as  possible  and  that  every 
etloit  shall  be  made  to  bring-  its  contents  effectively  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  people,  so  as  to  engender  a  popular 
interest  in  ill  subject,  and  an  enlightened  public  opinion 
which  shall  s  ipport  the  Local  Authoritv  in  realising  its 
high  responsibilities  for  the  health  of  its  area. 

General  Local  Features. 

I  he  Leek  1  rban  District  covers  an  area  of  1460  acres, 
and  in  the  highest  position  of  what  is  a  hilly  district, 
attains  an  el  ivation  of  about  600  feet  above  sea  level  ; 
ihe  natural  c  rainage  is  into  the  river  Churnet. 

A  line  d  awn  across  the  middle  i  f  the  district,  due 
north  and  south,  marks  fairly  accurately  its  geological 
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division  ,  on  the  east  ot  this  line  is  a  sub-soil  of  clay, 
on  the  west,  one  consisting-  of  red  sandstone. 

I  he  population  is  mainly  composed  of  artisans,  the 
chief  trade  being  silk  manufacture  and  silk  dyeing. 

The  water  supply  is  one  of  which  we  are  justly 
proud  ;  taking  its  origin  in  a  series  of  deep  springs  in 
the  millstone  grit  of  the  Roches  which  are  all  carefully 
covered  in,  the  water  is  carried  directlv,  practically 
without  storage  to  the  town.  I  he  only  approach  to 
storage  consists  in  the  use  of  a  reservoir  situated  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town,  which  receives  the  surplus 
water  during  the  night,  this  is  reduced  by  the  increased 
demand  during  the  day,  diminishing  the  pressure  in  the 
mains,  and  allowing  a  flow  from  the  reservoir  through 
an  automatic  valve.  The  supply  is  sufficient,  wholesome, 
and  free  from  risk  of  serious  pollution. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  storage  in  cisterns  on 
domestic  premises  as  the  supply  is  on  the  “constant” 
system. 

Rivers  Polluton. 

No  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams  has  taken  place  in 
the  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  falling  in  of  a  sewer 
culvert  which  immediately  showed  itself  and  was  remedied 
at  once. 

Drainage. 

The  whole  of  the  town  is  deep  sewered. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  new  installation  is  working  well  and  continues 
to  give  good  results.  The  character  of  our  crude  sew¬ 
age  is  of  such  unusual  strength  that  the  sprinklers 
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cannot  deal  with  a  sufficient  quantity  ;  in  order  that  this 
may  be  done  we  require  a  special  settling  tank  and  an 
increased  number  of  sprinklers. 

Excrement  Disposal. 

The  system  in  vogue  for  the  disposal  of  excrement 
is  mainly  the  water-carriage  system,  the  remaining  privies 
being  gradually  replaced  by  wash-down  closets,  either 
hand-flushed  or  furnished  with  flushing  apparatus.  There 
are  69  privies  now  in  existence  in  the  district,  30  of 
which  are  in  positions  where  no  sewers  are  available 
in  the  outlying  rural  portions  of  the  district.  Fifteen 
years  ago.  the  privy  middens  were  much  in  evidence  in 
the  district,  and  in  every  instance  the  conversion  to 
water  carriage  has  been  peacefully  accomplished  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Every  individual  remaining  privy 
midden  is  being  reported  upon  its  merits  during  the  year 
1920.  lu  our  opinion,  every  water  closet  should  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  proper  flushing  apparatus. 

Duty  of  Occupiers  of  Premises  respecting 
Water  Closets. 

Occupiers  of  premises  are  reminded  that  they  are 
responsible  for  the  care  and  proper  use  of  Sanitary 
Conveniences  attached  to  such  premises. 

The  W.C.  should  be  swept  out  daily.  The  floor, 
the  seat,  and  the  closet-pan  should  be  kept  clean  by 
washing.  No  solid  refuse  of  any  kind,  other  than  motions 
and  paper,  must  be  thrown  down  the  closet. 

1  he  closet  should  be  flushed  after  each  time  of 
using. 


6 


Fouled  water  closet  basins  may  he  readily  cleansed 
by  means  of  a  stick  to  which  is  tightly  tied  a  mop  of 
rag,  and  if  this  is  used  once  or  twice  a  v  eek  the  basins 
can  be  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition  quite  easily.  Care 
should  be  taken  that  the  rag  is  not  allowed  to  come 
off  the  stick  and  pass  into  the  drain. 

If  the  basin  becomes  stained,  the  rag  should  be 
dipped  in  fine  ashes  or  sand,  and  it  “furred"  the  rag 
should  be  wetted  with  common  “Spirits  of  Salts.” 

Where  closets  are  neglected  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance, 
the  Council  will  not  hesitate  before  taking  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  the  persons  responsible  for  such  neglect. 

CAUTION.  Spirits  of  Salts"  is  a  poisonous  and 
corrosive  fluid ,  and  should  be  kept  in  a  stoppered  bottle,  and 
out  of  the  reach  of  children. 

Water  closet  accommodation  at  factories  and  work¬ 
shops  is  dealt  with  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
report  later. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  and 
Trade  Rfuse. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  accomplished  bv 
the  public  scavengers  employed  by  the  Council  who 
make  weekly  rounds  to  collect  the  contents  of  the 
movable  receptacles,  under  the  direct  cortrol  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector ;  wher  *  ashpits  exist 
these  are  emptied  on  notice  being  given  to  the  Sanitar\ 
Inspector. 

fifteen  years  ago,  the  objectionable  insanitary  open 
ashpits  predominated.  In  no  case  has  a  :tion  had  to  be 
taken  in  Court  to  secure  abolition.  There  are  now  only 


24  ashpits  in  existence  (9  of  which  are  emptied  weekly). 
These  will  he  abolished  as  quicklv  as  possible. 

Every  notice  served  calls  upon  the  owner  to  complv 
with  the  following;  : — 

Every  person  who  shall  provide  an  ashpit  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  building  shall  cause  such  ashpit  to 
consist  ot  one  or  more  movable  receptacles  sufficient  to 
contain  all  dust,  ashes,  rubbish,  and  drv  refuse,  which 
may  accumulate  during  a  period  of  not  more  than  one 
week  upon  the  premises  for  which  it  is  provided,  such 
receptacles,  or  where  there  are  more  than  one  each  of 
such  receptacles,  shall  be  : 

(a)  Constructed  of  galvanised  iron  or  other  suitable 
impervious  material  of  sufficient  strength  and 
thickness. 

ibi  Provided  with  suitable  handles  and  a  properly 
fitting-  or  rainproof  cover  ;  and 

(C)  Of  a  capacity  not  exceeding  two  and  a  half 
cubic  feet. 

Duty  of  Occupier.  —  It  is  the  duty  ot  the  occupier 
of  every  premises  to  see  that  the  ash-bin  supplied  to 
his  premises  contains  nothing  but  dry  refuse.  All  tea 
leaves,  cabbage  leaves,  potato  peelings,  egg  shells  and 
paper  should  be  burnt  as  produced.  All  cinders  should 
be  carefully  riddled  and  the  utmost  value  obtained  out 
of  them  as  fuel.  By  this  means  householders  can  reduce 
their  coal  consumption  easily  one  half. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  consists  in  its  being  emptied 
on  the  “tip"  at  the  sewage  farm.  It  is  covered  with 
soil  almost  as  it  is  tipped. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  UNDER 
ARTICLE  XX. 


During  the  year  ended  December,  1919,  the  work 
of  the  department  has  been  carried  out  under  difficult 
conditions. 

The  performance  of  any  new  works  has  been  entirely 
impossible  and  the  question  of  securing  labour  for  ne¬ 
cessitous  work  has  been  difficult. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  various  builders  of  the 
town  for  the  generous  treatment  received  from  them  in 
always  assisting  by  giving  work  required  by  me  first 
call  on  the  labour  they  have  had. 

The  following  cases  of  Nuisance  and  other  matters 
complained  ot  were  dealt  with,  comprising 

CASES 

Defective  private  drainage 
Drains  tested  with  smoke 
Choked  Sewers  ... 

Defective  Water-closets  ... 

Privies  converted  into  Water-clasets 
Accumulation  of  offensive  matter 
Want  ot  drain  ventilation 
Houses  in  a  filthy  condition 
Nuisances  arising  from  overcrowding 
Defective  water  spouting- 
Defective  roofs... 

Want  of  proper  receptacle  for  stable  m;  nure 

Want  of  proper  paving  in  private  yards  attached 
to  dwelling-houses  ... 

Want  of  proper  movable  receptacles  for  ashes 
Number  of  houses  disinfected 
Number  of  schools  disinfected 

Number  of  infected  articles,  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected 


43 

4 

2 

62 


o 

1 1 
2 


1 2 


92 

4 

2944 
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■\  considerable  number  ol  nuisances  were  promptly 
abated  on  their  being-  intimated  to  the  persons  responsible. 

It  was  not  lound  necessary  to  serve  any  statutory 
notices. 

Removal  of  Ashes  and  Nunn  son..  The  Scaveng¬ 
ing  Department  removed  3,909  loads  of  ashes  and  house 
garbage,  39  loads  of  excreta,  and  83  loads  of  shop 
paper. 

Rau  Block  Act.  All,  t  he  upholsterers  and  cabinet 
makers  in  the  district  buy  their  Hocks  under  guarantee 
trom  the  manufacturers  that  the  provisions  of  the  Rag- 
Mock  Act,  1911,  have  been  carried  out. 

Common  Lodging-Houses.-  There  are  3  houses  reg- 
istered  under  the  Common  Lodging-houses  Acts  for  the 
reception  of  74  casual  lodgers. 

Slaughter-Houses. —  I  here  are  7  premises  situate  at 
various  points  in  the  town  licensed  for  occupation  as 
Slaughter-houses.  The  desirability  of  one  central  Slaughter¬ 
house  for  the  district  has  been  very  apparent  during  the 
past  4  years. 

Bakehouses.  1  here  are  23  Bakehouses  within  the 
district,  all  of  which  were  inspected  half-yearly,  and  at 
othei  time  as  occasion  required. 

I  e  1  r oleum  Stores.  —  There  are  8  Licenses  in  force 
for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  Petroleum  that  flashes  under 
73  degrees  Farenheit’s  thermometer  (the  maximum  quan¬ 
tity  stored  never  to  exceed  100  gallons)  and  1  for  the 
keeping  and  sa  e  of  Calcium  Carbide  There  are  also 
2  private  storehouses  for  the  keeping  of  Petroleum  under 
the  Home  Secretary’s  order. 
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Gas  Supply.— The  purity  of  the  Gas  supplied  to  the 
town  was  tested  from  time  to  time  in  the  manner 
required  by  the  34th  and  35th  Vic.,  chap.  41.  No 
impurity  arising  from  the  presence  of  sulphuretted  hydro¬ 
gen  was  shown  b\  the  test  made  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Interments  within  the  Town.  One  interment  took 
place  in  the  Burial  Grounds  attached  to  St  Edward’s 
Church  and  two  in  the  ground  attached  to  Mount  Pleasant 
Wesleyan  Chapel. 

The  provisions  of  the  Orders  in  Council  relating 
thereto  were  duly  observed. 

Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  18S4. —  During  the 
year  ending  December,  1919,  no  Canal  Boats  were 
inspected  within  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Leek. 

Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops  Order,  1885. 
There  are  44  persons  registered  under  the  above  Order, 
20  are  Milk  Shops,  and  the  remainder  Dairies  and  Cow¬ 
sheds.  There  are  156  milch  cows  kept.  All  the  said 
premises  were  inspected  once  during  each  year. 

Scabies. — To  combat  the  outbreak  of  Scabies  (chiefly 
amongst  children  of  School  age)  which  we  experience, 

I  give  out  free  a  solution  for  painting  same  which  is 
effective. 

Overcrowding.  —  This  has  been  very  difficult  to 
grapple  with  owing  to  the  shortage  ot  houses.  I  here 
is  now  no  excuse  for  overcrowding  of  houses  with  girl 
lodgers  in  the  town,  good  train  facilities  to  and  from 
the  Potteries  together  with  workpeople’s  tickets,  make  it 
possible  for  them  to  return  home  each  evening. 

FRANK  GREEN, 

Sanitary  Inspector 


Underground  Sleeping  Rooms. 


We  ha\e  no  underground  sleeping-  rooms  in  the 
district. 


School  Disinection. 

I  am  o  opinion  thai  regular  and  systematic  disin¬ 
fection  o!  <id  the  various  schools  in  the  district  (whether 
elementarj  or  otherwise)  would  he  beneficial  and  greatly 
assist  in  combating  zymotic  diseases 

Mill  Disinfection. 

In  December,  lyiS,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  circularised 
the  whole  of  the  Manufacturers  relative  to  the  proper 
disinfection  ;>f  Factories  and  Workshops,  with  the  result 
that  a  number  are  now  procuring  their  disinfecting-  fluids 
of  a  proper  coefficient  through  the  Sanitary  Department. 
It  will  be  beneficial  both  to  the  Manufacturers  of  the 
Town  and  the  Sanitary  Department  if  the  whole  of  the 
Manufacturers  will  see  their  way  to  adopt  the  scheme. 

Milk  Supply 

I  he  milk  produced  or  sold  in  the  town  is  generally 
of  a  good  wholesome  quality. 

Food  Supply. 

The  food  supply  of  the  town  is  generally  good. 

No  pubic  Abattoir  exists  in  the  district,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  pects  meat  at  one  or  other  of  the  (>  licensed 
slaughter-lie  uses  and  i  Registered  slaughter-house,  lying 
at  various  j  oints  of  the  town,  plans  for  a  new  private 
slaughter-ho  ise  are  now  in.  I  he  number  of  carcases  or 
parts  of  cat  cases  condemned  for  tuberculosis  was  three. 
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A  Public  Abattoir  is  a  necessity  for  a  town  situate  as 
Leek  is. 

A  point  on  which  any  special  comment  is  necessary 
is  "  fhe  lack  of  power  for  Inspector  to  require  English  meat 
si  an  -titered  m  any  premises  outside  his  own  district  to  be  sub¬ 
mit/,  /  for  inspection  before  exposing  (he  same  for  sale."  To 
best  carry  out  the  needs  of  a  town  situate  as  Leek  is 
in  the  centre  of  a  large  agricultural  district,  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  our  Inspector  if  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
any  beast  has  been  slaughtered  on  account  of  sickness,  etc., 
and  is  intended  for  food  within  the  town .  should  have  poiver 
to  go  and  examine  such  animal  at  the  place  of  slaughter, 
ei'en  though  it  be  outside  his  district,  if  the  same  is  to  be 
prevented  from  being  so/d  for  human  consumption  within 
our  district." 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

Milk  has  been  supplied  in  cases  where  I  thought  it 
desirable. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year 
1919  was  247  which  is  46  below  the  average  for  the 
preceding  five  years,  yielding  a  rate  of  14^4  per  1000. 
There  were  17  still  births  during  the  year. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
1919  was  244  which  is  2  more  than  the  previous  five 
years  average,  and  yields  a  corrected  death  rate  of  14-9 
per  1000. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Zymotic  C/ass. 

The  Zymotic  Class  of  Diseases  was  responsible 
during  1919  for  33  deaths  (the  average  for  the  preceding 
10  years  being  23 -6)  of  these  1  each  was  due  to 
Whooping  Cough  and  Enteric  Fever,  3  to  Diphtheria 
and  Croup,  and  28  to  Influenza. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  the  premises  have 
been  promptly  inspected,  and  careful  investigation  made 
to  discover  the  source  of  infection,  any  sanitary  defects 
discovered  being  remedied  forthwith. 

The  local  milk  supply  was  free  from  suspicion  in 
every  instance. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  42  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
notified,  every  case  being  removed  to  our  Isolation 
hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  year,  25  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified 
resulting  in  3  deaths.  With  one  exception  (the  case 
being  too  ill  for  removal)  every  case  was  removed  to 
our  Isolation  Hospital. 

We  keep  a  stock  of  Antitoxin  for  free  distribution 
at  the  Sanitary  Office,  available  for  the  use  of  Doctors 
for  the  cure  and  prevention  of  Diphtheria  among  the  poor. 

Influenta. 

During  the  year  influenza  was  responsible  for  28 
deaths.  Propaganda  work  has  been  continuously  carried 
on  respecting  this  disease. 


Measles. 

During’  the  year  11  cases  ot  Measles  were  notified, 
no  death  occurring1. 

Phthisis. 

During  the  year  44  cases  ot  Pulmonary  Phthisis 
were  notified  and  17  deaths  have  occurred  from  the 
disease. 

Warnings  and  instructions  with  regard  to  spitting 
have  been  issued,  and  spitting  flasks  and  a  tegular  supply 
of  disinfectants  were  provided  for  patients. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  in  every  case 
after  death  occurs. 

Mr.  Green,  Sanitary  Inspector,  undertakes  the  erec¬ 
tion,  supervision,  and  taking  down  of  Shelters  for  the 
Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton,  and  Dudley  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Tuberculosis. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Health  Committee  have  favourably  considered 
the  desirability  of  the  provision  by  them  o'  premises  for 
the  use  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Counci'  on  rental  as 
a  Centre  for  the  Leek  District. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  mortality  for  the  year  shows  an  increase,  the 
rale  being  109-3  Per  1000  Births  as  compared  with  97-3 
for  the  preceding  5  year. 

The  Council  were  very  fortunate  in  having  the 
services  of  Dr.  Mary  M.  Carding  as  Hororary  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Childs’  Welfare  Centre  from  its  inception 
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in  September,  1918,  until  September,  1919,  when  owing 
to  Dr.  Carding-  leaving  the  district  she  had  to  relinquish 
her  voluntary  duties.  1  have  pleasure  in  recording-  the 
Council’s  coupled  with  my  own  personal  appreciation  of 
the  valuable  work  she  rendered,  thereby  making  the 
centre  a  permanent  and  real  institution. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  oj  Health  for  the  Leek  Urban 

District. 

During  the  year  the  work  has  followed  on  the  same 
system  as  previously,  with  improvement  from  time  to 
time. 


The  number  of  Visits  made  are  as  follows 


Number  of 

Child¬ 

ren 

Visits 

Children  born  during  year  and  up  to  12  months 

258 

'512 

Children  i  to  5  years 

906 

7664 

Total  Visits 

1  164 

9176 

In  each  house,  cards  giving  hints  on  “  Infant  feed¬ 
ing  ’’  have  been  supplied,  and  in  most  cases  these  have 
been  appreciated,  and  the  advice  given  therein  carried 
out. 

The  Mothers  of  41  Infants  returned  to  their  work  in 
the  Mills  at  the  end  of  the  first  or  second  month, 
giving  their  babies  out  to  nurses.  The  persons  engaged 
to  act  as  nurses  are  being  chosen  with  more  thoughtful 

o  e> 

discretion  than  formerlv. 
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Ilie  number  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  visited  were  4. 
These  have  been  visited  three  and  four  times  daily  and 
all  made  satisfactory  recovery.  In  all  cases  the  eyes 
are  carefully  noticed  at  my  first  visit,  treatment  being 
given  on  the  slightest  sign  of  a  suspicious  nature,  with 
the  full  concurrence  of  all  the  medical  men  of  the 
district. 

During  the  past  3  years  I  have  from  time  to  time 
reported  on  the  method  of  feeding  in  vogue,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  breast  feeding  is  becoming  more  exten¬ 
sively  adopted. 

The  supervision  of  Children  from  1  to  5  years  is 
still  being  well  received.  Advice  as  to  diet,  clothing, 
fresh  air,  etc.,  has  been  given,  in  needful  cases  special 
treatment  suggested,  and,  where  necessary  medical  atten¬ 
tion  recommended.  Far  too  many  chi  dren  are  sent  to 
school  at  four  and  even  three  vears  of  age. 

Childs’  Welfare  Centre. 

This  centre  has  been  open  every  Thursday  afternoon 
throughout  the  year,  from  2-30  to  4  for  Infants  and 
from  6-30  to  7-30  for  Mothers. 

The  power  to  provide  milk,  cod  iver  oil,  etc.,  in 
needful  cases,  has  been  very  useful. 

I  he  question  of  two  or  more  fa  milies  living  in  a 
house  and  the  overcrowded  condition  of  houses  has  a 
direct  baneful  effect  upon  child  welfare  work. 

No  notifications  of  Pregnancy  wen  received. 

I.  HALL, 


Health  Visitor. 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

i.  Staff  -Dr.  J.  Mountford  Johnson,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Mr.  Frank  Green,  Sanitary  Inspector  (  Tel.  36.) 
Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  1902,  Officer 
appointed  to  carry  out  Provisions  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Acts. 

Nurse  L.  Hall,  Health  Visitor  (particularly  in 
regard  to  Child  Welfare  Work.) 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Leek  Urban  District  Isolation  Hospital  (Tel.  63). 

Matron  r  Miss  M.  Garner. 


Situate  Ashbourne  Road,  in  Leek  Urban  Area.  18 


beds,  3 

diseases  can  be  treated  concurrently . 

Nu  mber 

of  Patients 

in  Hopital,  January  1st,  1919 

2 

do. 

do. 

admitted  duriny  year 

*92 

do. 

do. 

discharged  ,, 

78 

do. 

do. 

died  ,, 

3 

do. 

do. 

in  Hospital,  December  31st,  1919 

'3 

Including  7 

casts  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  19  cases  of 

I  iphtheria,  admitted  from  the  Leek  District. 

The  average  duration  in  hospital  of  each  patient 
discharged  or  died  was  34  days. 

No  Phthisis  Sanatorium  and  Hospital  Accommodation 
is  provided. 

Smallpox  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  at  the 
North  Staffordshire  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Boards’ 
hospital  situate  at  Bagnall. 

3.  Leek  Improvement  Act,  1855. 

4.  We  continue  to  use  and  appreciate  the  facilities 


rS 


g'iven  b}  the  Count}'  Council  for  the  bacteriological 
examination  in  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria  and  Phthisis. 

An}  services  we  have  been  able  to  render  in  matters 
affecting-  health  in  connection  with  various  local  institu¬ 
tions  we  have  willingiy  rendered. 


STATEMENT  REGARDING  HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  REQUIRED 

Ariicle  \  or  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  iqro. 

The  need  for  more  houses  for  the  working-  classes 
was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Leek  Urban 
District  Council  in  our  joint  annual  report  for  year  1910. 
A  special  report  was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself  on  March  12th,  1912. 


I.  General  Housing  Conditions. 


( >)  Number  of  houses  March  12th,  1912 
.•  ,,  erected  since  . 


37^4 

M3 


1  1 


closed  since 
December  31st,  1919 


39°7 

23 

38S4 


Plans  tor  4  new  houses  have  been  passed  during 
1919,  but  have  not  materialised  vet. 


(2)  Population — estimated  17,006  persons, 

(3)  (a)  Extent  of  Shortage  of  Houses,  250. 

(b)  lo  remedy  same  a  site  has  been  purchased 
by  the  Leek  Urban  District  Council,  23-4  acres  in 
extent.  Plans  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  houses, 
and  the  lay  out  of  the  ground  has  alreadv  been  approved. 


II.  Overcrowding. 


A  special  house  to  house  inspection  was  made  in 
September  and  October  to  find  out  the  exact  position. 

(1)  There  were  1 1 3  houses  overcrowded,  thirteen  of 
which  contained  two  or  more  families. 

There  were  100  houses  in  addition  containing  two 
or  more  families. 

(2)  The  cause  was  the  inability  to  obtain  a  house. 

(2)  The  erection  of  more  houses  is  the  only  remedy 
for  these  conditions. 

Table  showing  Overcrowding  in  113  Houses. 


Type  of  Overcrowded  Houses. 


Number  of  Persons 
occupying  house. 


2 

>>  3 

,,  2 
>»  .> 


2  families! 


4 

5 

I 

6  i  7 

13 

5 

4 

2  1 

... 

10  1 1  12 


13 


Total 


I  I 


11  5 


1  .. 


27 

7i 

2 

12 

I 


1 3  i  5  4 1 2  5014 14 


623  1 13 


Number  of  occupants  in  1 1 3  overcrowded  houses, 


qio  persons. 
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I  Here  is  not  an  empty  house  in  the  district,  and 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  pushing  on  with  the  erection 
ot  the  proposed  houses. 

I  he  tenants  of  the  overcrowded  houses,  and  the 
sub-tenants  of  houses  where  two  or  more  families  live 
m  a  house,  should  be  given  the  first  refusal  of  the 
tenancy  of  the  new  houses  when  they  are  available. 


III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 


(>)  (a) 

district  is  g 

The 

ood. 

general 

standard 

of 

the 

houses 

in  the 

(b) 

The 

general 

character 

of 

the 

defects 

found 

m  houses  are  want  ot  repairs. 


(2)  (a)  Action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  in  legard  to  want  of  repairs 

(b)  and  under  the  Housing  Acts  7  condemned 
houses  have  been  found  possible  to  be  put  in  fair  order 
again,  by  making'  them  into  5  houses. 

(3)  1  he  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  87  houses 
unfit,  are  such  that  owing  to  their  condition,  position, 
and  surroundings,  they  should  be  closed  as  soon  as 
conditions  make  it  possible. 

(4)  I  he  town’s  water  is  supplied  to  all  houses  in 
area  at  a  chaige  ot  2d.  in  £  tor  all  domestic  purposes. 

(i\)  Ue  have  no  unhealthy  areas  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 

(v)  I  he  byelaws  relating  to  houses  let  in  Lodgings 
are  working  satisfactory. 

(vi)  Kvery  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Health 


Committee,  and  the  Housing  Commit  tee  to  right  the 
housing  conditions  as  soon  as  possible. 


(vii)  Appendices  12  months  ending  Dec.  ,ist,  1919. 
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7 

The  Health  Committee  decided  these  must  stand 
over  until  houses  were  obtainable  tor  tenants.  These 
87  houses  are  allowed  tor  in  the  proposed  housing 
scheme. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  appointed  in  u  09 
to  carry  out  the  duties  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  and  has  carried  out  the  same  con¬ 
scientious!}  and  impartially.  No  extra  remuneration  has 
ever  been  made  to  him  for  the  responsible  duties  involved. 


Mean  Age  at  Death:  Year  .919,  Males,  477  years;  Females,  47-6;  Persons,  47-6. 


'*  TAB1.K  II.” 

Casks  of  Inff.ctichs  Diseask  Notifii  n  Durixc. 
mi-  Ykak  1919. 


Diphtheria  including  Membraneous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

1  a)  Under  Tuberculosis  liegu 
•5  |  l&tiuns,  19U8 

~  {!))  ]  >i  Lt  *>  1911 

^  ic)  Others 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Influenza  Pneumonia 

*Paratjphoid  Carrier 

*Malaria 

Chicken  Pox 

Measles 


Totals 


25  I  24 
8 

42  42 


201 


66 


All  discharged  s  Tliers. 


CaB^s  r*  moved 
I  to  Le<*k  l«olft 
tion  Hospital 


24 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of  Death  during  Year  iyig. 


I 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Small  Pox 

O 

J 

Measles 

O 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

O 

5 

M  hooping  Cough 

6 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

8 

..28 

Erysipelas 

O 

9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

IO 

I  ubercular  Meningitis 

2 

1 1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

O 

I  2 

Cancer,  .Malignant  Diseases 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

14 

Meningitis 

2  1 

'3 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

30 

I  6 

Bronchitis 

l6 

■7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1  2 

l8 

Other  Respiiatory  Diseases 

5 

19 

Diarrhoea  &c.  (under  two  years) 

•  3 

0 

2n 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2  I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver... 

1 

21  A 

Alcoholism 

0 

22 

Nephritis  and  Bright  s  Disease 

...  6 

23 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

24 

Paiturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

O 

?5 

Congenital  1  tebilily,  etc  ... 

Q 

26 

Violence,  apart  hom  suicide 

** 

27 

Suicide... 

D 

9 

28 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 

...  76 

29 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

1 

Total 

...  244  j 

1 

“TABLE  IV.” 


1 X 1'  ANT  M  O  R  T  A  L  IT  Y . 

1919.  Net  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  N  ear  of  Ago 


Cau.sk  of  Death. 

O 

C- 

K 

0/ 

r*- 

rf. 

O' 

CO 

u: 

■a) 

Ot 

£ 

CO 

u, 

'g  .fi 

_  c 

P  -H 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

(0 

a 

<x> 

<< 

0 

0 

9-12  Mouths. 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  Y»ar. 

Alt  Causes- Certified 

IO 

.1 

0 

I 

'4 

5 

3 

3 

2 

27 

Uncertified 

Chicken  Pox 

... 

1 

I 

\V  hooping  Cough 

I 

I 

Syphilis  . .. 

1 

... 

... 

I 

Phthisis  ... 

1 

... 

I 

Convulsions 

. 

I 

, 

Brain  Disease  . 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

I 

I 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

1 

I 

2 

Enteritis 

I 

1 

1 

•7 

J 

Malformation 

. . 

I 

I 

Skin  Disease 

j  Premature  Birth 

5 

3 

8 

s 

I  Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
'  Marasmus 

4 

* 

5 

I 

6 

IO 

3 

0 

I 

14 

5 

3 

j 

2 

27 

Net  Births  in  the  year  (  Legitimaie  223. 

I  Illegitimate  24. 


Percentage  of 
Illegitimate  Births,  8'6. 


Net  Deaths  in  the  year  of  (  legitimate  infants  24. 

I  Illegitimate  infants  3. 


* 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1919, 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  LEEK, 

ON  THE 

Administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 
with  Factories,  Workshops,  Laund¬ 
ries,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 
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I.  — INSPECTION. 

I Nsl  u  lions  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or 
Inspector  of  Nuisance. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

— 

Inspections. 

Written  i 

Notices.  Prosecutions 

I 

2 

-»  . 

j  4 

Factories 

46 

— 

(Including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

13  j 

Workshops 

58 

(Including  Workshops  Laundries) 

12  j 

Workplaces 

,6 

| 

(Other  than  Outworkers1  Premises 

... 

mentioned  in  Part  3  of  this  repot  t) 

- — — - - 

I2C 

25 

2.  — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

I 

Number  of  Defects. 

_  ,  |  Referred 

round.  Remedied. J  to  H.M. 

Inspector 

2  -*  , 

J  4 

j  Number 

1  °* 

I  Prosecu¬ 
tions. 

:  5 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

9  9 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances 

... 

Sanitary  Accommodation  :  — 

Insufficient  . 

■?  1 

J  J 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

4  4 

1 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

1 

Total 

16  16 

... 

Ol'T WORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


2Q 


3* 


4  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshop,  o-i  the  Register  (..  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

I 

Number. 

2 

Dressmakers,  Tailors,  Milliners,  and  Hosiery  Establishments... 

70 

Bakehouses 

23 

Cabi,M'<S^rs°inerS’  Carriage  HuilderS’  Wheelwrights,  and 

25 

Boot,  Shoe,  and  Clog  Repairers 

If) 

blacksmiths,  Cycle  Repairers,  Tinsmiths  and  Plumbers 

19 

■Saddiers,  Coopers,  Painters,  Sculptors,  Timber  Yards  .. 

7 

Basket  Makets.  Rope  Walk.-,,  Whiplash  Making 

4 

hard  board  Buy  Making,  Silk  Balling,  Silk  Warehouses... 

20 

1  rimming  Warehouse,  Kite  Lighting  Shop . 

2 

Doll  Eactorv 

* 

1  otal  Number  of  Workshops  in  Leek 

'9i 

One  Underground  Bakehouse  in  use  ai  end  of  year 
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Medicai.  Officer  of  Health. 


COPY  OF  PLAN 

Prepared  for  Information  of  Mill  Owne 
and  circulated  as  a  Guide  for  all  futu 
Alterations  or  Additions. 


El- AW  OP  WATER-CLOSET 

COMPLYING  WITH  THE  RE  QUI  R  EMf  NTS  OF 

trial  3-aj^g  YfoxM lc/u  4  fftuMu,  JI-taM.  Clot  a" 

fOLLOVM  SAME  PRINCIPAL  FOR  BLOCKS 

containing  two  or  more  vy.  c..s. 
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